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Takeaways
• The Islamic State narrative provides an alternate ‘source of meaning’, honourable
recognition, empowerment, redemption and belonging. For young Westerners,
joining the Islamic State offered/offers the opportunity to overcome one or more of
past humiliation, shame, guilt, grief and injury.
• Islamic State recruiters became adept at exploiting fault lines of masculinity and
emotion, in particular, vulnerability and a sense of powerlessness. They turn
subordinated masculinity into a hegemonic hyper ‘warrior’ masculinity bestowing the
individual with immense power over their own trajectory.
• More work is needed to help young men manage emotions including grief, despair,
anger, humiliation, powerlessness.
• Hope, Belief and an upward social trajectory are vital, as is the development of social
resilience and the ability to overcome emotional turmoil.

Masculinities

Foreign Fighters (Australian)

“… I ask you brothers, when is the time you’re
going to rise up and attack them for attacking
you?”
Neil Prakash (Abu Khaled Al-Cambodi)

Macro Factors Shaping Recruitment
Demographic Summary
•

70% of Australian born Muslim population under 20 years of age:
•
This means that 80% or 4 out of 5 Australian born Muslims are growing up in a world that has been
shaped by 9/11, securitisation and scrutiny.

•

Australian born Muslims are the largest single group (37%), though incredible diversity exists.

•

A drop in citizenship rates from 74% of Muslims in 2011 to 70% in 2016.

•

Overseas born Muslims on average have higher levels of tertiary education than wider community – locally born
have less.

•

Muslims (particularly those born overseas) are moving into the professional class, though still under
represented in unskilled jobs.

•

Vitally, the 2016 Census reveals that 14.8% of Muslims aged 15 and older who work or are available to the
labour market are unemployed compared to 6.9% of the wider population.

•

Australian born Muslims have lower average income and are more likely to live in poverty than the wider
community.

•
•

Muslims less likely to own their own homes, more likely to rent
An increasing divide between:
A) Australian born and overseas born Muslims; and
B) Those moving into the professions and those struggling to make ends meet.

Political Motivations: Collective Pain and Suffering

Islamic State Narratives

Fault lines: Masculinity

Masculinity
• 9 out of 10 references to gendered subjects in Islamic State Recruitment magazines are
male, yet the dimensions of masculinity are almost entirely overlooked in literature on
recruitment to the Islamic State movement (Roose 2018).

• It has been estimated that more than 4 out of 5 Westerners that have joined the Islamic
State movement are men (ICCT 2016).
• Whilst important not to overlook the role of women in both recruitment and amongst
those who joined the Islamic State, this was an overwhelmingly male oriented
movement that asserted the rights of men over women and to reinvigorate a
subordinated masculinity.

Fault lines: Emotion
Emotion
• Recruitment material targets feelings of powerlessness, humiliation, alienation amongst
Western Muslim men.
• Extremes of emotion are triggers for the decision to act, be it through joining the Islamic
State movement or local acts of terror.
• Islamic State recruitment videos seek to exert a powerful emotional pull, contrasting
powerlessness and humiliation with belonging and empowerment:
Abu Bara’ al Hindi
I know how you feel. I used to live there. In the heart you feel depressed. The Messenger of Allah, Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him, said: The cure for depression is jihad in the cause of Allah. You feel like
you have no honour, but the Messenger of Allah, Allah's peace and blessings be upon him, said: The
honour of a believer is [sic] come with light, the honour of the ummah is jihad in the cause of Allah. All
my brothers, come to Jihad and feel the honour that we are feeling. Feel the happiness that we are
feeling.

Zakaryah Raad
…look at the disgrace this ummah is going through… [in Iraq]… the flags of tawhid are once
again being raised. And the honour to this deen is coming back’.
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Take Aways
•

The Islamic State narrative provides an alternate ‘source of meaning’, honourable recognition, empowerment, redemption
and belonging. For young Westerners, joining the Islamic State offered/offers the opportunity to overcome one or more of
past humiliation, shame, guilt, grief and injury.

•

Islamic State recruiters became adept at exploiting fault lines of masculinity and emotion, in particular, vulnerability and a
sense of powerlessness. They turn subordinated masculinity into a hegemonic hyper ‘warrior’ masculinity bestowing the
individual with immense power over their own trajectory.

•

This same narrative offers the chance for revenge, an essential element of suicide bombing and atrocity, that is arguably, more
important than altruism.

•

More work needed to help young men manage emotions including grief, despair, anger, humiliation, powerlessness.
• More effort to incorporate success stories.
• More effort to promote inclusion. A reinvigorated approach to citizenship emphasising rights and responsibilities is
needed.

•

Hope, belief and an upward social trajectory are vital, as is the development of social resilience and the ability to overcome
emotional turmoil.

•

Family life, an essential dimension of Islam, plays a significant role in bestowing personal responsibility. Comparatively very
few families have travelled to join with Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. Family life requires economic stability and ideally, home
ownership.

•

Government efforts to shape Islam in Australia are irrelevant – these men were marginalized by their own communities in the
first instance.

•

Traditional Islamic education incorporating critical engagement with texts in context is an important area requiring further
development.

•

In the context of developments in the age profile of radicalised young men, attempts to profile based on physical appearance
are absolutely redundant.

