Concept Note & Notional Agenda
On 22 September 2022, the Strong Cities Network (SCN) will hold a two-hour side event in the margins
of the high-level opening of the 77th United Nations General Assembly. This event will spotlight cityled1 action in preventing extremism, hate and polarisation that can lead to violence and related
challenges. It will allow mayors and local practitioners from across the globe to showcase innovative
city-led responses to an increasingly interconnected, mainstreamed and localised threat landscape,
and provide insights into the challenges and opportunities for supporting local authority-action.
The session will focus particular attention on the unique role that cities can play in safeguarding local
democracy and providing security for their citizens, elevating innovative and promising practices that
were shared during a series of SCN-led workshops and webinars on this topic since last fall.
The event will also feature the release of and presentation of the findings and recommendations from
an EU-funded report that:
1. maps the prevention needs and priorities of cities and other local authorities in Africa;
2. provides practical guidance on how to better involve African cities and other local authorities
in prevention efforts;
3. outlines how cities in Africa can help facilitate local implementation of the UN Global CounterTerrorism Strategy, the UN Secretary-General’s PVE Plan of Action, Global Counterterrorism
Forum P/CVE-related framework documents, and other relevant global and regional
frameworks, recommendations and guidance; and
4. elaborates how the existing multilateral architecture can best support these efforts.
The event will also feature the launch of the EU-funded STRIVE Cities, a three-year SCN-led initiative
that will include the launch of SCN’s Regional Hubs in East and Southern Africa and the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA). The Regional Hubs will form a key part of the SCN’s new approach that will
allow it to better identify and help support the needs of its members on a more consistent basis and
ensure the voices of mayors and the perspectives of the cities they lead are more regularly reflected
in relevant national, regional, and global policy and programming conversations.
For more information on this event, please contact Allison Curtis, Head, SCN Partnerships & Networks,
ac@strongcitiesnetwork.org.

1
The Strong Cities Network uses the term ‘cities’ as referring to and encompassing any local authority, including inter alia
megacities, cities, states, counties, towns, villages and municipalities.

16:00

Registration

16:00 –
16:20

Opening Remarks
Eric Rosand, Executive Director, Strong Cities Network
EU Representative
US Representative
UNDP or UNOCT Representative

16:20 –
17:00

Session 1: Safeguarding local democracy and ensuring public safety –the role of
mayors and local authorities in building community trust and social cohesion
Cities across the globe are facing an increasingly interconnected set of threats, where
the mainstreaming of disinformation, conspiracy and extremism has exacerbated local
tensions, led to a profound increase in anti-government sentiment and is undermining
democratic values and institutions. This session will look at how cities are experiencing
and responding to these challenges and provide a platform for them to discuss and
highlight the important role they play in strengthening democratic values, building
community trust and social cohesion, and responding to the needs of their citizens.
The session will feature three to four mayors and/or other local actors from different
regions.

17:00 –
17:45

Session 2: Elevating the role of African cities in preventing violent extremism and
related challenges – mapping city-level needs and priorities across the African
continent
This session will present the key findings from an EU-funded SCN project that has
mapped city-level prevention needs and priorities in Africa over the past nine months.
Specific focus will be placed on identifying the barriers to increased city-level
involvement of African cities in prevention, providing practical guidance on how to
overcome them, and how the multilateral system can best support city-led efforts in
this area.
The session will feature a presentation of the key findings and recommendations from
the mapping report as well as remarks from three to four mayors and/or other local
leaders from Africa.

17:45 –
18:00

Launch of STRIVE CITIES: Enhancing city-led action against extremist- and hatemotivated violence and polarisation as part of a ‘whole of society’ approach to
prevention
The event will conclude with the launch of the EU-funded STRIVE Cities initiative, which
includes the formation of SCN Regional Hubs in East and Southern Africa and the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA).

18:00 –
19:00

Reception

