
The Strong Cities Network (SCN) provides context-sensitive responses to the continuously 
increasing political, social and economic challenges in Lebanon and Jordan, and helps lead 
community-based initiatives and capacity building programmes that aim to prevent violent 
extremism (PVE). These programmes work to reduce risk factors that might foster radicalisation 
and extremism, and provide local communities, and youth in particular, with safe spaces for 
expression and leadership, while strengthening their resilience to violence and extremism.

 The Strong Cities Network Building Local P/CVE Capacity through Community

Prevention Networks projects in Lebanon and Jordan

110 teachers, school principal and Scout leaders 
are now capable of detecting and responding to 
signs of extremism among youth using the 
“Teachers’ PVE Toolkit”.
(Saida- Arsal- Kfarchouba- Irbid- Zarqa- Karak)

49 municipal police acquired skills on mediation 
approaches to enhance their communication 
capacities and management techniques during 
internal conflicts, especially with youth. (Tripoli)  

279 community members exchanged knowledge, 
expertise and lessons learned on PVE during 
monthly dialogue sessions "Diwanyat”.
(Irbid- Zarqa- Karak)

18 youth trained to become football coaches and 
teach life skills to 140 children to enhance social 
cohesion through sports in Bab El Tabbaneh and 
Jabal Mohsen, in partnership with KNVB 
WorldCoaches and War Child Holland. (Tripoli) 

15 youth trained to become football coaches and 
deliver life skills to 250 Lebanese and refugee 
children through sports, in partnership with “Right 
to Play”. (Majdal Anjar)

3 youth shadow groups formed of 52 young 
men and women engaged and trained by the LPNs 
to deliver peer PVE community activities.
(Irbid- Karak- Zarqa)

28 youth and 18 parents trained on life skills, 
child protection and non-violent communication in 
Jabal Mohsen, Bab el Tabbaneh and Qobeh areas. 
(Tripoli)

60 vulnerable community members benefited 
from pro bono legal awareness raising and legal 
advice sessions provided by lawyers (Irbid- Zarqa)

8 dialogue sessions conducted with the local 
community on PVE. (Irbid - Karak- Zarqa)

274 chess players of all age groups and areas 
across Lebanon participated in the "Solidarity and 
Community Cohesion Chess Tournament", aiming to 
develop the critical thinking of youth and reinforce a 
culture of diversity and acceptance. (Majdal Anjar)

A municipal psychosocial support unit was formed, 

consisting of 15 LPN members, school teachers, 
religious and Scout leaders and youth who received 
intensive training and coaching on psychological 
first aid, detection and referral. (Saida)

A municipal Youth Council formed of 15 youth 
activists committed to conducting peer activities 
that aim to prevent violent extremism in their 
communities. (Saida)

Socio-Economic support provided to 35 
unemployed skilled individuals, including 8 
ex-prisoners, matched with 284 local vulnerable 
beneficiaries and referred to long term job 
opportunities, in partnership with Tri-pulley 
Initiative. (Tripoli)

Tleil-Akkar Blast Emergency Response in 
partnership with Tripoli LPN through engaging in a 
relief initiative for the victims of the explosion.

Ex-prisoners, police and civil society organisations 

convened in 4 inclusive dialogue sessions aiming 
to reintegrate former inmates in the labour market 
and inside their communities. (Karak)

Early Engagement Programme
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The SCN organised a study tour to the 

Netherlands for 25 Lebanese and Jordanian 
national and local policymakers and 
stakeholders to introduce them to the Dutch 
“Safety Houses" model and rehabilitation and 
reintegration tools. Exchanged insights and 
experiences with the Dutch counterparts will 
help establish coordination and information 
sharing mechanisms at multiple levels and 
support the institutionalisation of the six Local 
Prevention Networks (LPNs) to enhance PVE 
efforts. (Lebanon- Jordan)

Institutionalisation, Rehabilitation 
and Reintegration

During 2022, two municipalities will join the Strong Cities Network and create their own Local Prevention 
Networks to respond to local challenges and prevent violent extremism.

Scaling up PVE work in Lebanon 

Media Literacy

16 young men and women are now responsible 
digital citizens who can detect fake news, raise 
awareness on polarisation, challenge stereotypes 
and create alternative media content. Youth now 
have professional skills that allow them to join the 
labour market. (Tripoli- Saida- Kfarchouba- Arsal- 
Beddawi- Berqayel- Akkar Atika)

135 youth empowered through media literacy to 
acquire critical thinking skills and become 
responsible digital citizens. (Tripoli- Saida- 
Kfarchouba- Arsal- Beddawi- Berqayel- Akkar Atika)

135 parents engaged in the digital world of their 
children while establishing balance between 
protecting them and respecting their privacy. 
(Tripoli- Saida- Kfarchouba- Arsal- Beddawi- 
Berqayel- Akkar Atika)

“Click of a Button” initiative to spread awareness 
on cyberbullying among youth in schools and 
universities. (Irbid)


