
Preventing Violent Extremism: 

Women’s roles and gender perspectives

SCN Global Summit, Melbourne

July, 2018



2

 Why is a gender-based approach to P/CVE needed?

 What are women’s perceptions and experiences of 

extremist ideologies and violence? Compared with men’s 

perceptions and experiences are there gender differences?

 What are the impacts of women’s/community empowerment 

and social cohesion programs on women’s perceptions and 

participation in P/CVE? 

Research Questions
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Focus on:

1) Everyday violence and extremism

2) Private sphere of family and intimate relations as well as 

public realm

3) Hidden structures and forms of power – less visible 

warning signs

Gender analysis – preventing versus countering violent extremism



Continuum of Fundamentalism, Extremism and Violent Extremism

Observing and responding 
to the activities of Islamist 
groups in everyday life is 
as important as 
responding to major 
terrorist events



Everyday warning signs

Gender-specific warning 
signs were observed in 
everyday life and were 
critical early indicators of 
fundamentalism & 
extremist behaviourand 
violence. 
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Womenõs agency in preventing and countering extremism

άLŦ you want to know what 
the security situation is, 
what the indicators of 
ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀǊŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ 
government, ask the 
ǿƻƳŜƴΦέ
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 Women in the four programme sites in both Bangladesh 

and Indonesia were much more aware than women in 

non-programme sites of the problem of violent extremism 

and how their roles in the family and in community 

could contribute to P/CVE. 

Increased Awareness of P/CVE
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 Greater confidence in joining P/CVE initiatives, reporting 

violent extremism and knowledge of what to do to 

counter or prevent violent extremism – was found in the 

programme sites versus the non-programme sites. 

 Self-efficacy a strong predictor of support for P/CVE 

initiatives, for trust in various institutions – the police, 

government, media, law courts – and for stronger 

reasoned disagreement for the use of violence. 

Greater Individual Empowerment
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 Both women and men in the programme sites recognised 

that the economic empowerment of women decreased 

tensions within the family and community and thereby 

contributed to more peaceful and resilient societies. 

ΨAfter the training from Wahid Foundation we realised the 
importance of women is not only near a well, a bed and a 
kitchen. Women must also have a ƎƻƻŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧΩ 
(Sumenep, Indonesia)

Economic empowerment
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ΨWe ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŀǿŀǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀŎƪŘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ 
to go out of our house and forbid us to do many things. In the 
meetings, now we can discuss many things and exchange ideas. 
Now we think if others from the other villages can do something 
then we can also do it. We are women but we can do it. We are 
ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜΦΩ

(Dinajpur, Bangladesh)



Womenõs & Community Engagement Go Together

Participants underscored the important role of communities 
and families in P/CVE: 

• Stressed the role of the mother as at the frontline of 
P/CVE but what about the father?

• Increased awareness within families and communities of 
violent extremism and how it can be prevented was 
critical to the success of P/CVE efforts.


